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Message from DG Doug
I want to share with you the stories of two District
Rotarians that moved me greatly upon hearing
them. By singling out these two men, I do not want
to imply that the many other Rotarians I do know
and the countless other Rotarians I do not know,
men and women alike, do not also display this same
kind of love or affection for Rotary. But these two
men, whom I never met, “Shine” for me and for
Rotary, and I believe, their stories will “Shine” for you as well!
They are Past District Governor (1972-1973) Kenneth B. Erdman of
the Chestnut Hill and Cheltenham-Rockledge Rotary Clubs, and
Charles Alexander, M.D. member of the now defunct Springfield Club
and, until his passing last month, a member of the Haverford Rotary
Club.
I met the adult son of PDG Ken Erdman, deceased, on a bus ride
from our hotel to the Rotary International Convention venue in
Sydney, Australia last June. As Rotarians do, when travelling
together, we shared where we were from and the younger Erdman, a
Rotarian from Hawaii, spoke up when he heard I was from
Philadelphia. He told me that his father, Ken Erdman, has been a
PDG in our District and later served as a Director of Rotary
International. While these were wonderful accomplishments and
worthy of note in themselves, it was what his son said next that really
moved me. He said that after serving as RI Director, Rotarian Ken
returned to his Club and became the Editor of the Club’s Newsletter.
His son said he performed this task for years. At one point, his son
said he asked him why he was doing this relatively modest task given
his years of much greater visibility in the Rotarian firmament. Ken’s
reply to his son went something like this----“Well son, our newsletter is
really important to our Club and our Community and somebody has to
do it. And, it seems, the Club members must think I do it OK as the
Club, year after year, keeps asking me to continue.”
The second story is more contemporaneous as it is about recently
deceased Rotarian Charles Alexander, M.D. of the Haverford Rotary
Club. I did not know Charles or how important Rotary was to this
distinguished ophthalmologist until I attend his memorial service and
funeral last month. Haverford Club President Dara Gans, along with
fellow Haverford Rotarians, let Sharon Quick (District Secretary) and
I know of the funeral arrangement for Rotarian Charles. Sharon
commented to me when we learned of his passing, that she had been
helping him access and use DaCdb as he was serving as the Secretary
for his new Club, the Rotary Club of Haverford.
So immediately it became pretty clear that Charles was willing to
pitch in and help Rotary. And, since his colleagues at the Haverford
Rotary made a special point of notifying me of his passing, I thought I
would attend the Memorial Service. And I am so glad that I did!

(Please turn to next page.)

Teamwork makes ‘One
Book’ program a winner
Rotary
Clubs of
Chester, Glen
MillsThornbury,
Glen Riddle
and
Swarthmore
contributed
$3000 for the
Pennsylvania “One Book” program, which was
matched by $3,000 grant from the Rotary
Foundation for tto purchase 2400 books.
Rotarians distributed the books to Delaware
County’s Head Start and pre-kindergarten
students and read the book to the students. On
hand to receive the RI Foundation grant from
District Foundation chair Vasanth Prabhu
(seated, second from right) are (seated, from left)
Glen Riddle Rotarian Pat Natale, Chester
Rotarian Kimberly Koterba, Prabhu, Glen MillsThornbury Rotarian AG Karen Mazzarella and
(standing, from left) Chrissy Longbottom of
Delaware County Library System and
Swarthmore Rotarian Hilliard Pouncy.

District Training Assembly
Set for May 11 in K of P
District Governor-Elect Chad Rosenberg has
invited all Rotarians to the District Training Assembly, Monday, May 11, at 5:30 p.m. at the Crowne
Plaza, 260 Mall Blvd., King of Prussia.
The District Training Assembly will provide
information about some of the latest changes in Rotary. Among the topics on the agenda will be:
Rotary Club Central, The Rotary Foundation, Role of
Social Media, the District’s new "Just Ask” membership campaign, Membership Retention , Rotary
youth programs, and more.
Registration is $23.95 at rotarydistrict7450.org. Click on “events” and choose “District
Training Assembly” and complete the form. For more
information, contact Sharon Quick at
Sharon.C.Quick@gmail.com.
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Thanks to research at Duke:

A new role for the polio virus
By Jane Williams, District Polio Plus chair, PAG/PP Ardmore Rotary Club

The polio virus has taken on new meaning over
the last several years for researchers at Duke
University and their 22 clinical trial patients who have
been diagnosed with glioblastoma, a relentless and
extremely deadly type of brain tumor.
Researchers at Duke have been infusing their
patients’ brain tumors with a re-engineered polio virus
with remarkable results. Though the doctors are
reluctant to use the terms “miracle” and “cure”, one
leading cancer specialist with 34 years experience,
calls it, “….. the most promising therapy I’ve seen in
my career.”
On March 26, CBS’s 60 Minutes Sunday night
program had an extensive report about the research
and particularly about two patients who have survived
after the treatment for 33 and 34 months. To see the
segment in its entirety, go to: http://
www.cbsnews.com/news/polio-cancer-treatmentduke-university-60-minutes-scott-pelley/.
This new type of cancer treatment is called
immunology which represents a paradigm shift in how
cancer is treated. It results from awakening the power
of the body’s own immune system.
All human cancers develop a shield or shroud
of protective measures that make them invisible to the
immune system. This method of treatment attempts
to reverse the invisibility. By infecting the tumor with
the polio virus, it actually removes this protective
shield, telling and enabling the immune system to
come in and attack.
So essentially what happens is inside the
tumor you have a polio infection which sets off an
alarm for the immune system to get to work and kill
the infection, which in this case is the tumor. The
polio starts the killing, but it’s the immune system
that does most of the damage.

Message from DG Doug
(Continued from page one)
Everyone who spoke at that service—, his Rabbi, members of his family, his medical school roommate, and his
newer friends in his retirement home setting — all, every
one, without prompting from anyone present, remarked that
Charles was not only a father, a friend, a husband, and a
physician, but also a Rotarian and a very active and happy
one at that. Charles had at least 40 years of perfect atten-

Researchers around the world have been
experimenting with a number of other viruses to
accomplish the same results, but the Duke researchers
chose polio and have been very pleased with results to
date. The researchers re-engineered the polio virus
by removing a key genetic sequence so the virus could
not survive and cause paralysis or death because it
can’t reproduce in normal cells.
But in cancer cells it does reproduce and in the
process of replicating, it releases toxins that poison the
tumor cells by attaching itself to a receptor found on
the surface of the cells that make up nearly every kind
of solid tumor. And because it is a relatively big
molecule in the brain’s tight space, it is limited in how
far it can travel.
One doctor described the infusion procedure
like a “sniper’s bullet”. It needs to hit the target so it
doesn’t go to the wrong places.
For the last 30 years, Rotarians have looked at
the polio virus with only the desire to erase it from the
face of the earth because of all the pain, suffering and
death it caused. Now it is refreshing to know that it is
bringing new hope and extended life to cancer patients
with not only glioblastoma but also with lung cancers,
breast cancers, colorectal cancers, prostate cancers,
pancreatic cancers, liver cancers, and renal cancers.
Note: I encourage you to view the 60
Minutes sequence for more information. It is
truly an astounding story and one that is
especially personal to me. Five years ago my best
friend was diagnosed with glioblastoma on
October 19 and died just two months later on
December 31. It is a voracious and horrible
cancer. JW

dance, maybe more. Where ever he traveled, he sought out
a Rotary Club to visit; what ever he was doing, he sought to
identify a Rotary project or connection to visit or support or
discuss. Charles did not need a “big” title or job in Rotary in
order to love Rotary. He just loved being a Rotarian. Thank
You Charles!
These two stories really capture what I have been privileged to see and hear during my year of service to my fellow
Rotarians. So, so many of you are quietly, patiently, but
determinedly, doing the good works of Rotary as we, together, seek a more Peaceful and Prosperous world for all.
Thank you Rotarians of District 7450!
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At Freedoms Foundation :

RYLA hones leadership skills for 117 students

High School juniors and seniors gathered for the Saturday talent show at
the RYLA weekend at Freedoms Foundation in Valley Fordge. A dozen
District Rotaractors mentored the students for the weekend. Students
packed 10,000 meals for the
“Stop Hungry Now” project
Friday afternoon. Joining

the weekend from the new

West Catholic Interact Club
are (from left) Jocelyn
McPhatter (junior), Winette
Josma (sophomore), and Katie
Cameron (junior). (At right) A
student shows Longwood
Rotarian John Renzetti
photos taken during
Saturday’s talent show.

Singers wanted for District Glee Club
Paul Welde, director of the Rotary District 7450 Glee
Club (right) has issued an invitation to Rotarians, who
enjoy singing, to join the District Glee Club for the annual “Rotary Night at the Phillies” game, August 4. The
Glee Club is scheduled to lead the National Anthem during pre-game ceremonies at Citizens Bank Park. The
Phillies will take on the Los Angeles Dodgers and former
Phillies’ all-star shortstop Jimmy Rollins. If interested,
contact Welde at paulwelde@verizon.net.
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Rotary Club of Bensalem welcomes two new members

The Rotary Club of Bensalem welcomed two new
members during March. Bernie Salera (center )
was inducted March 10. Club membership chair
Rosemary Adiletto (left) welcomes Bernie, whose
sponsor is Marc Cohen (right). Bernie established the Asian American Cultural Exchange
Association, a Bensalem based inbound exchange
program which matches Chinese students to welcoming American Schools and host

Jim and Terry Hall recognized
as major donors to Foundation
Ardmore
Rotary
Club
president
Mike
Greenberg
(left)
joins
Terry
and Past
(JD Dougherty photo)
President Jim Hall following the presentation of
the Rotary Foundation Major Donor crystal
and pin to the Halls at the April 2 meeting
in the Merion Cricket Club in Haverford.
Ardmore Rotary Club Rotary Foundation
chair Bob Overhiser presided at the presentation and referenced a letter of appreciation from Rotary Foundation Board of
Trustees for the Hall’s major contribution
to the Foundation.

families. He works with older Americans, and is
developing a Classical Arts Cable Network to
spread his love of instrumental music, ballet and
other culture. Nick Smith (above, left) was inducted at the March 17 Club meeting. On hand
were his sponsor, Bensalem Superintendent of
Schools David Baugh, and Club membership
chair Rosemary Adiletto . Nick is an insurance
underwriter and has chef experience.

Rotary Night at Phillies August 4
The 2015 “Rotary Night at the Phillies” to benefit
End Polio Now is scheduled August 4 at Citizens
Bank Park at the Sports Complex. Game time is 7:05
p.m., subject to change.
The Philadelphia Phillies will meet the Los Angeles
Dodgers, whose team includes former Phillies MVP
and All-Star shortstop, Jimmy Rollins. Each ticket
will result in a contribution by the Phillies to the
“End Polio Now” fund. Tickets will be available at
District Assembly. AG Bronwyn Martin is chairman
of the “Rotary Night at the Phillies” following the retirement of PDG Mark McGill who chaired the fundraiser for 25 years. For more information, go to
Bronwyn.D7450@gmail.com.
WC Rotary Night at Blue Rocks May 21
The 22nd Annual West Chester Rotary Night at the
Wilmington Blue Rocks will be Thursday, May 21,
beginning at 5:30 p.m. See Jack Wintermute for tickets at a
Rotary meeting. Make $37 checks payable to The Rotary
Club of West Chester.
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Langhorne Rotarians clean roadway, welcome member
The Rotary Club of Langhorne took part in
the semi-annual Adopt-a-Highway program April 2
(right) when a group of 10 members removed litter on
Bellevue Avenue and Winchester Avenue. The Club
repeats the effort
each fall. At the
Club’s April 9
meeting, ( left) the
Club inducted
Peter Manetas of
Yardley as a
member. He is
director of
advancement at
Holy Ghost
Preparatory
School in
Bensalem and was
a member of the
Trenton, N.J. Rotary Club for 25 years.. Welcoming
him is Club President Lori Hoppmann.
The annual Langhorne Pet Fair will be on

Saturday, May 9th at the Mayor's Playground in
Langhorne from 10 to 3 at the Mayor's Playground.
There will be vendors, food, free pony rides and petting
zoo for children, as well as an exotic animal show.

Philadelphia Rotarians try hand as artists for PolioPlus

The Rotary Club of Philadelphia conducted a
wonderful social evening as well as a fundraiser
for polio eradication worldwide on March 31, at
Studio Incamminati, the art school of Nelson
Shanks, who is perhaps the world’s greatest
portrait painter. As a highlight, each attendee
was

Glen MillsThornbury
Club hosts
Designer
Bingo May 3

The Glen Mills-Thornbury
Rotary Club will sponsor
Designer Bag Bingo, Sunday,
May 3, at the Penn Oaks
Country Club in West Chester.
Tickets are $45 per person and

given an opportunity to be an artist. The evening
was made possible through the generosity of
Leona and Nelson Shanks and Jay Pennie.
Pennie is executive director of Studio
Incamminati and a member of the Rotary Club of
Philadelphia.

can be purchased at the Club’s webpage, GMTRotary.com. Doors open
at noon and games begin at 1 p.m.
Admission ticket includes light
fare, and food. Proceeds will finance
Club service projects.
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Philadelphia Rotary Club
Foundation presents checks
to Achieve Now, Musicopia
The Rotary Club of
Philadelphia
Foundation
presented checks to
Renee
Archawski (left)
executive director of
Achieve Now and
Denise Kinney,
executive director of
Musicopia. Achieve
Now is an
organization dedicated to improving reading and
math achievement in schools across Philadelphia.
“Achieve Now’s” Read Now program has had a
demonstrable record of success in helping
struggling readers in many schools and more
schools are on its waiting list. This Philadelphia
Rotary Foundation grant of $3750.00 will extend this
Read Now program to reach more students in need
in Philadelphia. Musicopia is an organization that
strives to restore and rekindle music education
where there is none or where the opportunities of
music education have been limited for young people.
Musicopia also reconditions older musical
instruments to make them very useable by young
people. Philadelphia Rotary Foundation presented a
grant of $2,000 for Musicopia.

Rotary Global Scholar says thanks to
PDG Joan and Joe Batory for support
Dr. Yuko Shiima (left),
a Rotary Global Grant
Scholar and
pediatrician from
Japan, has been hosted
by Philadelphia
Rotarians Joan and
Joseph Batory many
times during the past
two years while Dr.
Shiima studied and did
research at Philadelphia’s Children’s Hospital. Dr.
Shiima, who will return to Japan in late spring,
recently presented the Batory’s with a beautiful
calligraphy present which was created in Japan.
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In “One Book’ program

Glen Riddle Rotarians sign
up to read to young students
Glen Riddle
Rotarian Pat
Natale signs
up Glen
Riddle
Rotarians
Susan Linvill
Jochum (left)
and Kathryn
Flagg] to read to local children in the Mount
Hope Church pre-school program. The reading
project is part of the Pennsylvania “One Book”
program.

Shady Brook Rotary Club
salutes “Students of the Month”
The Rotary Club of Shady Brook welcomed DG
Doug Blazey at
the Club’s April
15 monthly
dinner meeting
and honored
Lucey
Leinheiser and
Michael
Geonnottito,
eighth-graders at the Maple Point Middle
School as “Students of the Month”. They
received a framed certificate and a check from
Club President Alan Agree (left) and DG Blazey.

Chichester Rotary Club
Treats residents of Lutheran
Knolls
In their annual
club project,
Chichester
Rotary treats
the residents of
Lutheran Knolls
to Sloppy Joe
Sandwiches,
spiced with
good fellowship followed by lots of donuts.
Pictured serving are Robert J. Wesolowski
(iPresident) and club secretary Janice MillerLion.
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Jerry Blavat keeps them dancing

Sell-out again at Glen Mills-Thornbury Oldies Night

The Geator
with the
Heater.
Tajing a break on the dance floor are (from left)
AG Karen Mazzarella , Jerry Blavat and Rose
DiLeva .

Glen Mills Thornbury President Tony
DiLeva and Treasurer Dave Barrett .
JayChild
photography

A sell-out
crowd
took their
dancing cues
from the
Geator from
7:30 until the
music stopped
at midnight.
Below right,
Jerry Blavat is
teaching the
Slide .

The Geator gives Raffaela
Quagliariello a bjg hug.

Volume 9 Number 10

April, 2015

Page 8

Volume 9 Number 10

April, 2015

Page 9

Volume 9 Number 10

Swarthmore
Fun Fair
set May 3

The Swarthmore Rotary
Club will host its 14th
Annual Swarthmore
Charity Fun-Fair, Sunday, May 3 in Swarthmore Town Center.
At last year’s
Fun-Fair, over 65 charities that participated
raised money for worthy
causes that helped thousands of people in need.
Invitations have been
extended to 100 charities
to participate this year.
The Fun Fair is
an all-charity event
where charities and nonprofits create fun events
in their booths and
guests pay to participate,
and help raise money for
the charities. The theme
is "Having Fun Helping
Others".
The Fun-Fair is
managed by the Rotary
Club of Swarthmore on
behalf of Swarthmore
Town Center, Inc.
The kick-off parade at 1
p.m. will be followed by
continuous entertainment on the three raised
sound stages around the
Village until 5 p.m. A
variety of food will be
available at the food
court during the fair. For
more information, contact Marv Geib at
marveib@comcast.net.
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DEADLINE for the May
District 7450 Rotary
Leader is May 10. Send
photographs and news item
to info@Rotary7450.com
and mombugjoan@msn.com,
Please identify all people in
photos. Thank you.

The Rotary 7450
Leader
Published by District 7450

Doug Blazey
District Governor
Joan Connor Toenniessen
Editor

Jay Childress
Technical Support / Graphics
Deadline is 10th day of month prior
to publication date. Please send news
and photos (with names and information) to mombugjoan@msn.com
Send photos (with names and information) to info@Rotary7450.org
Please identify people in photos.
Submit Club attendance or changes
to contact information through District Database at www.DaCdb.com
For help, call Sharon Quick at (215)
735-5984 or Brian Casey at (484) 4838423.
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t
34 District Clubs
plan
‘Rotarians at Work’ tasks

